312            EUROPE:   A  GEOGRAPHICAL  SURVEY

of the Belgians. It remained on this status until 1907, when flagrant
exploitation and the existence of slavery led to its formal annexation
by Belgium. The territory is huge, having an area of 920,849 square
miles and a native population of some 10,000,000. It is a region of
considerable economic possibilities, but its development is as yet in its
early stages. It contains some large copper deposits, as well as con-
siderable quantities of radium, gold, diamonds and other minerals.
Coffee, rice, palm oil, rubber and other tropical products are also pro-
duced. Today the colony is approximately self-supporting, but in the
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future it should be a decided asset to Belgium as a source of. raw
materials and as a market.

LUXEMBOURG

The Grand Duchy of Luxembourg grew up around the town of
Liitzelburg, whose rock fortifications were among the strongest in
Europe during the Middle Ages. It had a varied political career until
it became a member of the German Customs Union following the
formation of the German Empire. After the World War its fate was
uncertain for a time, but in 1922 it became a member of the Belgian
Customs Union, and economically it is dominated by that country at
present.

It is a small territory of approximately 1000 square miles, and con-
tains a population of 286,000. The inhabitants are partially of French